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Making History in Richmond 
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Assistant Chief Andrew Bax-

ter has been selected for the 

position of Fire Chief for the 

City of Charlottesville Fire 

Department.  

During his twenty year ca-

reer with the Division of 

Fire, Chief Baxter served as 

a firefighter, paramedic, 

aerial operator, training coor-

dinator, company officer, 

operations captain, EMS 

supervisor, operational bat-

talion chief, and assistant fire 

chief.  

He, along with others, did a 

lot of very heavy lifting to 

create and grow our fire 

based EMS system - an 

achievement that is now all 

too easy to take for granted. 

Chief Baxter played a key 

role in the development of 

the CIT program, as well as 

the Captains' Operational 

Group, the Annual Compli-

ance Testing program, and 

the development of the Divi-

sion's standard of response 

cover (SORC).  

As an assistant fire chief, he 

continuously championed 

firefighter health and safety 

initiatives including the de-

velopment of the WPE and 

the cancer reduction initia-

tive. He has played a key role 

in upgrading the hiring proc-

ess to ensure we hire only the 

finest candidates to serve as 

entry-level firefighters. 

Congratulations Chief, you 

will be missed but we wish 

you the best in your new 

position! 
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The Road World Championships ("Worlds") is cycling’s pinnacle event, held annu-

ally in an international city as chosen by the Union Cycliste Internationale (UCI) 

through a competitive bidding process similar to the Olympic Games. Richmond, 

VA has been selected to host The 2015 Worlds, which is a nine-day event featuring 12 Championship 

races. It is a rare opportunity for the athletes to compete for their country, just as they do during the 

Olympic Games. The Worlds is truly one of the great global sporting events. It is covered by more 

than 500 media outlets from around the world and is broadcast live to a global audience of more than 

300 million people. 

Cyclists love Bicycling in Virginia because it has more miles of 

the U.S. Bicycle Route system than any other state (838 miles), 

including north-south Route 1, east-west Route 76, and is the 

only state where the two intersect. There are extensive regional 

and rail-to-trail and routes as well. The Virginia Capital Trail 

parallels Route 5 from the present-day capital of Richmond to 

the 1705 capital of Williamsburg. In Northern Virginia, the 

Washington and Old Dominion Trail ushers cyclists for 45 miles 

from Alexandria to Purcellville. 

A favorite of Richmond is the “City of Seven Hills,” because of 

its challenging terrain. Many world-class cyclists have already 

experienced the best Richmond has to offer by way of the Tour 

of America, the Tour de Trump, the Tour DuPont, and the Cap-

Tech Classic, including Greg LeMond (USA), Laurent Fignon (FRA), and Gianni Bugno (ITA). 

The Worlds is estimated to generate a significant economic impact in the 

Greater Richmond region. The economic impact of Richmond 2015 is estimated 

to be $158.1 million, from both event staging and visitor spending. Richmond 

2015 is also estimated to generate $5.0 million in state tax revenue. 

Henrico County Division of Fire is working closely with agencies throughout the 

Central Virginia area to prepare for the UCI World Bike Race Championship in 

September. This event will take place Sept. 19-27 – which is the week following 

the NASCAR races. Not only will this be a major event, but it is also the largest 

public safety Incident Action Plan (IAP) in Central Va. history. 

For more information visit richmond2015.com 
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The Planning Section for UCI Road World Cycling Championship.   
Participants included Henrico Division of Fire, Virginia Commonwealth University Students, University of Richmond Students, 

Piedmont Search and Rescue, Richmond Ambulance Authority, Richmond Fire, Richmond Department of Emergency Commu-
nications, Henrico Emergency Management, Richmond Police Department, Henrico County Police Division, Central Virginia 

Incident Management Team and Henrico CERT. 

 



Wall Collapse at Warehouse 
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Structure Fire at Chickview Court 

August 14th, fire units responded to the report 

of a house fire. Upon arrival, units reported 

heavy fire from the front, side and rear of a two

-story residential home. The fire was completely 

extinguished and marked under control. The 

home suffered heavy fire and smoke damage, 

and a neighboring home had minor damage as 

well. The house was unoccupied at the time and 

no injuries were reported, but occupants were 

displaced and assisted by Red Cross. 

On July 19th, fire units responded to the report of a wall col-

lapse on Laburnum Ave in Henrico’s East End. The side-wall of 

a warehouse building had collapsed exposing the interior of the 

building. Crew quickly surveyed the building for any casualties; 

however, the building was not occupied at the time and there 

were no injuries reported. No other hazards were found and 

the cause of the collapse is being investigated. 

 

 

  



“Real integrity is doing the right thing, 

knowing that nobody’s going to know 

whether you did it or not.” 

Oprah Winfrey 

Two Kitchen Fires within Two Days 
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On July 12th, fire units responded to the report of a house fire on Battery Drive. First arriving units reported 

smoke coming from the front door, and found fire in the kitchen after making entry. The fire was quickly ex-

tinguished and contained in the kitchen. Nobody was home at the time; however two adults were displaced 

for a short period of time. The cause of the fire was accidental in nature due to unattended cooking in the 

kitchen. Cooking fires are the number one cause of home fires and injuries, with the leading cause of fires in 

the kitchen being unattended cooking. 

July 14th, fire units responded to the report of a structure fire on Beth Road, also Henrico’s North Side. 

When units arrived, they found the fire had already been put out by an over-the-stove automatic extinguishing 

product. The fire started when oil splashed from the cooking pot and caught fire. The automatic extinguishing 

product was hung correctly above the burners of the stove and activated when flames came in contact with 

the bottom of the product; preventing damage to the stove and kitchen. Several success stories have been 

reported over the past year, and these devices can be found online for less than $50. 

 Never leave the kitchen when frying, grilling, broiling or boiling food. 

 Check simmering, baking, or roasting food regularly and stay in the kitchen. 

 Use a timer to remind you food is cooking. 

 Keep flammable items away from the oven (i.e. oven mitts, wooden/plastic utensils, rags and 

dish clothes, food packaging and curtains). 

  

  



House Fire on Byron Street 

Page 4 Fully Involved 

On July 5th, fire units responded 

to the report of a house fire on 

Byron Street in Henrico’s North 

Side. Upon arrival, first arriving 

units reported heavy fire at the 

rear side of a two-story resi-

dence. The fire was fully extin-

guished but the house acquired 

heavy fire and smoke damage. No 

injuries were reported and the 

house was not occupied at the 

time. Crews were able to prevent 

the spread of fire to adjacent 

homes, and the cause of the fire 

is being investigated. 

 

  



Large Boat Fire at Osborne Boat Landing 

Yes… Animals are Lives Too 
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August 27th, Henrico County Division of Fire & Water 

Rescue responded to the report of a boat on fire, and 

that someone may still be in the boat. Upon arrival, fire 

units found a 36ft Chris Craft boat fully engulfed in fire 

150 yards from shore. The fire was extinguished by the 

new Henrico Fire Boat, which was purchased off a Port 

Security grant earlier this year. The boat operator was 

uninjured and swam to shore prior to the arrival of fire 

units. 

 

 

Ever call the fire department for a cat stuck up in a tree? Well, on July 14th 

a local resident pulled into the Glenwood Farms Firehouse with a kitten 

stuck in the wheel well of her car. The Technical Rescue Squad was called 

for assistance, and crew members removed the wheel and parts of the 

car’s suspension to safely remove the kitten. The kitten was unharmed the 

call was then turned over to Henrico Animal Protection for evaluation. 
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Friends and Family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Meanley (Firefighter 13C) – welcomed daughter Katelyn Elizabeth Jun 28th 

Ben Nicely (Fire Administration) – welcomed daughter Kayla Grace July 1st 

Brandon Coates (Firefighter 5B) – welcomed daughter Tanner Reece July 4th 

John Larsen (Firefighter 3C) – welcomed daughter Hailey Louise July 11th 

Linda Morris (Retiree) – passed away July 6th 

Donna Claytor (Fire Administration) – lost her grandmother Mrs. Verlander July 17th 

Kevin Kump (Firefighter 16C) – lost his mother-in-law Anne Marie Landers Aug 18th 

Donald and Steve Burkett (Firefighters 7B & 5B) – lost their grandmother, also the mother of Retired FF 

Pedro Burkett, Aug 21st 

 

A Stork has Been Bunking at Station 6…  
Station 6 is one of the busier stations in Henrico County and had the highest 

call volume this past year.  

 
 

Ryan Custalow (Firefighter 6B) - *correction* welcomed daughter Wyatt Kenlee May 10th 

Joey Plaster (Firefighter 6C) – welcomed daughter Sadie Louise July 8th 

Doug Pyne (Firefighter 6B) – welcomed son Brody Wolf July 22nd 

Taylor Goodman (Station 6 Captain) – welcomed son Wyatt Coleman July 24th 

Tony Berkley (Firefighter 6B) – welcomed daughter Gabrielle Aug 29th 

Eric Lauer (Firefighter 6A) – welcomed daughter Hailey Elizabeth Ann Sept 4th 

Congratulations 

 

Congratulations Chief Baxter… the new Fire Chief for the City of Charlottesville 
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Congratulations Continued...  

Lt. Robert Long 35 Jerry L. Lawson, Jr. 15 Jedediah M. Stone 10 

Chief Kenneth L. Dunn 30 John W. Messerle 15 Michael D. Sullivan 10 

Lt. Billy Garrett, Jr. 30 Lt. Gary R. Rowley, Jr. 15 Matthew A. Walton 10 

Capt. William Liles 25 Mark R. Wilson 15 Shawn M. Williams 10 

Lisa L. Butler 25 Mathew C. Wyatt 15 Kelvin J. Wilson 10 

Lt. Michael D. Hall 25 Daniel K. Allen 10 Ashanti J. Clarke 5 

Steven D. Johnson 25 Atom S. Amodeo 10 John C. Gibrall 5 

Lt. Christopher C. Jones 25 Kerry L. Anderson 10 Andrew T. Kain 5 

Scott M. Lafoon 25 Chadwick A. Bourne 10 Paul W. Martin 5 

Chief Edward S. Langford, Jr. 25 Tyrone L. Bullock 10 Octavio A. McNally 5 

Capt. James E. Mellon 25 Charles M. Colfax 10 Timothy D. Smith 5 

Chief William G. Poston, Jr. 25 Travis D. Cotman 10 Byron J. Smith 5 

Vincent D. Robenson 25 Lt. Michael P. Crawford 10 James A. Smith 5 

Kenneth L. Schools 25 Ian C. Enterline 10 Rodger J. Strauss 5 

Derek O. West 25 Mark R. Germeroth 10 Allen K. Walker 5 

Norman Fones 20 Russell T. Hancock 10 Nicholas M. Worley 5 

David K. Clark 15 Patrick C. Hannan 10 Craig A. Zdonski 5 

Jason O. Dyson 15 Lt. Walter C. Kitchen 10     

Ronald D. Frashure 15 Daryl T. Shoemaker 10     

Lt. Brent S. Johnson 15 Joseph A. Spangler 10     

Years of Service 

Career FF Senior FF FFII FFII 

FF Michael L. Bagnell 12C FF Justin E. Borel 1C FF Michael T. Brown 11B FF Justin C. Jacyshyn 8C 

FF Devin W. Creamer 3C FF Nathan P. Bott 9B FF Matthew T. Combee 13C FF John E. Larsen 3C 

FF Gene C. Fye 11A FF Christopher R. Bryant 12B FF Jonathan A. Crump 11C FF Travis M. Lewis 5B 

FF Kevin M. Jones 13B FF Daniel P. Eichhorst 22B FF William C. Garrett 6A FF Zachary F. Long 12B 

FF Gabriel L. Justice 9B FF Christopher L. Hensle 6C FF Joshua C. Grim 13B FF Forrest S. Montgomery 1A 

FF James D. Mullin FMO FF Nathan D. Quigley 11C FF Elizabeth M. Guise 22A FF Douglas W. Pyne 6B 

FF Athanasios T. Viglis Training FF Stephen W. Rhyne 22C FF FelixA. Hammill 10B FF Russell C. Traner 22C 

FF Jason A. Yopp 22A FF Peter R. Younes 7B FF Torin C. Holmes 3A FF Kelvin J. Wilson 10C 

Master FF    

FF Jaime L. Janus 2B    

CDP Advancement 
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The Word from the Fleet is… 

The new Utility 5 is currently scheduled to get its final inspection in South Dakota on 

September 14th with Lt. Warner and FF Baughman flying out to perform the inspection. 

The new Utility truck will have several features we currently don’t have, first being  

potable water in a tank and ice in a freezer. The thought is that the water will provide 

plenty for rehab purposes and ice will assist with the rehab process. This unit will also 

have a new compressor for filling SCBA and SCUBA bottles. The old Utility truck will 

most likely be retained as a reserve, as long as it remains serviceable and feasible. Once 

everything is finished at the dealer, an in-service date will be provided for the new utility 

truck. 

Information provided by Lieutenant Stone Smith 

 



Fire Fitness 
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Recipe courtesy of Matt Welk, CSCS at www.bodybuilding.com 

Coconut Vanilla Protein Crepes 

Serving size: 1 crepe with filling (Recipe yields 1 serving) Calories 608 Fat 7.5g Carbs 71g Protein 65g (depending on protein powder) 

 Ingredients: 

Crepe Mixture  

4 Egg whites; 1/2 cup nstant oats; 1 Small ripe banana; 1 scoop Whey vanilla 

protein powder; 1/2 tsp Vanilla extract 

 

Filling 

1 cup Nonfat Greek yogurt; 2 tbsp Natural peanut butter (or MET-Rx Pow-

dered Peanut Butter); 1/2 tsp Ground cinnamon; 1/2 tsp Vanilla extract;  

1 tbsp Honey or agave 

Directions:   
1. Put all crepe ingredients in a blender, and mix for 30 seconds. If mixture is too thick, add a tablespoon of water until a smooth, 

pourable batter consistency is achieved.  

2. 2. Cook crepes in coconut oil for 20 seconds each side in preheated pan.  

3. 3. Fill each crepe with banana and yogurt filling. 

In honor of the UCI World’s Bike Race coming to Richmond, VA… enjoy this bike 

workout which can be done on a stationary or recumbent bike. 

Workout courtesy of wefollowpics.com; Bike Picture courtesy of rope.workoutxl.com 
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HENEX 2015 Drill 

HEXEX 2015 was conducted over a three-day period, August 19, 20 and 21st in 

Henrico County. The drill consisted of multiple specialty teams from Henrico 

County, Richmond Fire Hazmat Team, as well as private sector partners such as, 

CSX and Crane Masters. The Virginia Department of Emergency Management 

assisted with the planning and execution of the full-scale exercise. 

The purpose of the VDEM supported HENEX 2015 Full Scale Exercise is to 

validate the Henrico Emergency Operations Plan (EOP), Mass Casualty Incident 

(MCI) plans, specialty response plans, and existing doctrine, plans, policies, and 

procedures in response to a crude oil train derailment. The exercise involved a 

Mass Casualty Incident, Hazardous Materials Incident, Heavy Lift Operations, 

and the Search and Rescue Dive Team conducted Boom Operations. 

Participants responded to the following scenario: An eastbound cargo train car-

rying Bakken crude oil collided with a 15-person passenger bus crossing the 

track at the corner of Purcel Rd. and Woodman Rd.  The train suffered minor 

damage, with a few cars gently rolled over, with one leaking crude oil. The com-

bined forces of the Richmond Fire and Henrico Fire HazMat Teams handled a 

simulated crude oil leak from one of CSX’s training railcars. The passenger bus 

received major damage, resulting in varying degrees of injuries. There were 17 

total patients who were triaged, treated, and removed from the accident scene. 

In conjunction with the HENEX drill there was a tabletop exercise held at the 

Henrico Training Center to simulate response to a situation like the railcar spill. 

The participants of this drill included Public Utility and Emergency Management 

partners from Henrico, Richmond, Chesterfield, Hanover, Goochland, Virginia 

Department of Health (VDH), and Virginia Department of Emergency Manage-

ment (VDEM). 

The drill was a great opportunity to practice emergency plans in a controlled 

setting. For more information, contact Captain Daniel Rosenbaum. 
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Explorers Post 651 

On Saturday, 08/22/2015, 12 of the DOF Explorers 

visited C Shift at FS #21. They learned about the 

hazmat team, hazmat operations, and did some practi-

cal scenarios. The scenarios included controlling a 

leak, practicing with PPE on and setting up Decon. 

 
ABOUT 

Explorer Post Programs are worksite-based programs 

for young men and women who are 14 years old and 

have completed the eighth grade or are 15 years old 

but have not yet reached their 21st birthday. It is part 

of the Learning for life career education program and 

associated with the Boy Scouts of America. 

 

 

The purpose of these programs is to provide experiences to help 

young people mature into responsible and caring adults. These 
programs emphasize: career opportunities, life skills, citizenship, 

character education, and leadership experience. Fire Service Ex-

plorer Posts help youth gain insight into the fire service career 

fields offering numerous learning opportunities with lots of fun-

filled, hands-on activities. Some of the activities performed are: Fire 

engine and ambulance operations, equipment operation, CPR and 

community service projects. 

JOIN Post 651 

Contact the Post Advisor at jon34@henrico.us or call 501-4900 and 

ask for Post 651 Advisor, or you can attend the next drill. Schedule is 

posted at www.henrico.us/fire/ the Explorers link is at the bottom 

left of the page. 
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FMO Corner 

Burn Laws 
 

February 15th through April 
30th of each year,  
no burning before 4 p.m. 
is permitted, if the fire is in, 
or within 300 feet of, wood-
land, brushland or fields 
containing dry grass or 
other flammable material. 
 

No open burning is 
allowed without a 
Permit issued by 
the Fire Marshal’s 

Office.  

The Fire Marshal’s office is responsible for enforcing the current Statewide Fire Prevention Code, as 

well as: issuing permits, performing safety inspections, reviewing plans for development, investigations of 
incidents involving fires, environmental crimes and bombings, as well as public education, public informa-

tion and other related issues. 

The office conducts an average of three hundred fire investigations annually, with a clearance rate well 
above the national average. Assistant Fire Marshals conduct well over a thousand business inspections 
each year. In the average year, they issue over a thousand certificates of occupancy, as well as permits 

for burning, blasting and welding. The office has a Fire Protection Engineer, who performs the review on 

all plans of development; these amount to several hundred a year. In addition, personnel assigned to our 

fire stations perform approximately three to four thousand inspections of small businesses annually. 

Fireworks 
 

It is illegal to possess, 
display or sell  

fireworks in Henrico 

Contact 
 
FireMarshal@henrico.us 

804.501.4900 
 

Every day, millions of people spend their days and/evenings in school and at work, or at 

social places such as, restaurants, church, movie theatres, bowling alleys and nightclubs. Too 

often the unthinkable happens (i.e. terrorist attack, earthquake, fire) where people are seri-

ously injured or killed in one of these assemblies. Fires in assembly occupancies have shown 

to be some of the most deadly when lacking the proper features, systems and construction 

materials. Nightclubs, theaters and auditoriums differ from office buildings because they 

contain a large number of people in one main space. 

On January 27, 2013, a fire at the Kiss nightclub in Santa Maria, Brazil killed more than 240 

people. This fire could have been prevented if the building wasn’t overcrowded, sprinklers 

were installed and pyrotechnics were not being used near the flammable sound proofing 

material. 

 The deadliest nightclub fire in U.S. history, the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in Boston 

burned on November 28, 1942, killing 492 people. 

 The fourth deadliest nightclub fire in U.S. history, a blaze at The Station nightclub in W. 

Warwick, RI, on February 20, 2003, claimed 100 lives. 

All assembly occupancies should have a maximum occupancy number, which is determined 

by the Fire Marshal, posted near the entrance. Not adhering to this number could result in 

overcrowding, making it difficult for everyone to escape safely during an incident. 

SAFETY TIPS: 

Before you enter an assembly, take a good look around and assure the building is in a 

condition where you would feel comfortable, assure the main entrance allows for easy en-

try/exit, and the outside is clear of flammable debris or trash against the building or blocking 

an escape route. 

Have a communication plan. Identify a family member or friend to contact in case you 

are separated. 

Plan a meeting place. Designate an area for everyone you attended the assembly with to 

meet outside in case of an emergency. 

When inside, immediately locate all exits and identify which is closest to you. Check exits 

paths to assure furniture or debris is not blocking your ability to escape in the case of an 

emergency. 

GET OUT STAY OUT! If there is an emergency, use your closest exit and do not reen-

ter. Go to your designated meeting place and stay there. 

Assembly Occupancies 

More info @ www.nfpa.org 



A Unique Announcement 

Page 13 September 2015 

When Detective Brad Nixon of the Richmond Police Department and his wife 

Jen were having trouble conceiving a child, Henrico Firefighter Afrodicio Catedral 

Station 7C and his wife Stephanie mutually decided to help out by her becoming a 

surrogate. After a challenging 41-week pregnancy, Stephanie gave birth to a 

healthy 9lb 9oz baby girl named Zoe Grace Nixon.  

 
“My wife and I talked about it. We already have kids and it makes you realize kids 

are great and we wanted to help them out to have the same experience,” says 

Catedral. “My wife is a great and wonderful person for what she did.” 

 

Baby girl was born on July 4th, at 3:25pm.  

What a way to celebrate the holiday! Congratulations to both families. 

Brad holding Zoe for the first time. Ms. Zoe Grace 
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Upcoming Events 

Friendly Reminders 

The Henrico County Police and Fire (HCPF) CrossFit Affiliate has its own domain:  

henricocrossfit.wordpress.com 

Only five spots available for Fall Citizens Fire Academy which begins Oct. 9th. Email 

FireCFA@henrico.us for registration information. 

Fully Involved 

Editor 

Firefighter Ronny Martin 

Event Date(s) 

National Preparedness Month September 

2015 UCI Road World Bike (Henrico Dates: 9/19, 9/20, & 

9/23) 
9/18/2015 

Fire Recruit School #65 Begins 9/21/2015 

HenricoFest (Henrico Recreation & Parks Event) 9/26/2015 

IDrive at RIR 9/29 - 9/30 

National PrepareAthon Day 9/30/2015 

  

Captain/Chiefs Quarterly Meeting 10/1/2015 

Fire Prevention Week October 4th-10th 10/4 - 10/10 

Fall Citizens Fire Academy begins. Currently taking applica-
tions email FireCFA@henrico.us for general and registration 
information 

10/7/2015 

Henrico ICS Week 10/12 - 10/14 

Battalion Chief’s Meeting  10/27/2015 

  

2017 Budget - Field Ops Budget Due 10/16/2015 

Budget Presentation 11/4 - 11/6 

WPE 2015 (First three weeks of November and December) 11/2/2015 - 12/18/2015 

  


