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Henrico Resident Wins National Photo Contest

Congratulations to Henrico Resident Bob Diller, 1st place winner of the 2020 National
Association of Conservation Districts Photo Contest in the "Conservation Close Up" category!
Bob was also a winner in the 2019 contest. The 2021 photo contest, with the theme
“Conservation Through the Local Lens” is now open through July 30. Find out more at the
Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts site: www.vaswcd.org.

Henricopolis Board Appoints
Associate Directors for 2021 Term
The Henricopolis Board of Directors voted to approve the following slate of Associate Directors at their
January 2021 meeting:
Leon App - Leon has over 55 years of experience in conservation, having retired from the
Commonwealth of Virginia in 2004 as Deputy Director of the Department of Conservation and
Recreation. He was the recipient of the 2016 Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts E.C. Compton Outstanding Associate Director Award.
Elizabeth Beckley - Elizabeth grew up in Virginia’s farmland and has finance and marketing experience.
She is the spouse of Director James Beckley. This is her first term as an Associate Director.
Donald “Spec” Campen - Spec Campen served on the Henricopolis Board as a Director for more than
20 years, including eight years as chairman, and also served as Area 3 Chair and as a member of the
Board of Directors of the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. In 2002 he was
recognized by the Virginia House of Delegates by House Joint Resolution 417 in honor of his years of
service to the General Assembly and the Commonwealth. Spec recently celebrated his 100th birthday!
Joyce Davis - Joyce is a policy analyst with research, legislative, and partnership-building experience.
This is her first term as an Associate Director.
Herb Dunford - Herb has served Henricopolis for over 30 years as a Director or Associate Director, and
most recently was the Chair of the Board before a brief retirement in 2019. During his tenure, Herb has
served in many leadership capacities at the local and state level, and has won numerous awards for his
service. We are thrilled he has returned to serve as an Associate Director!
Terri Higgins - Terri is a human resources professional with over 35 years of experience who provides
guidance to a number of Districts within the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation
Districts.
Jon Hruska - Jon is an attorney with an interest in environmental law and policy. He is a RiverRep
volunteer advocate with the James River Association, as well as a member of numerous other
conservation organizations. This is Jon’s first term as an Associate Director.
Associate Directors are residents of Henrico Country who are appointed annually by the Directors to
serve as non-voting Board members who provide input and support in numerous areas of expertise
and interest. The application is made publicly available in the 4th quarter of each year.

Soil Health Discussion Draws 300 Participants
Henricopolis participated in and promoted the Regenerative Agriculture Forum presented by
Citizens Climate Education on February 4. The virtual Forum, which had over 300 people in
attendance, featured a diverse panel of farmers, educators, advocates, and legislators
discussing science, outreach, and policy related to soil health and regenerative agriculture.
Henrico’s own Delegate Rodney Willett and Congresswoman Abigail Spanberger served as
members of the panel. You can watch the recording of the Forum and download a list of
resources from the panelists. You can watch the recording of the Forum and download a list
of resources from the panelists.

Henricopolis Put to the Test in Mock Envirothon

To help the Virginia Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts prepare for this year’s
virtual Envirothon, Henricopolis and the staff, Directors, and partners of eleven other local
Districts participated in a Mock Envirothon on February 19. Envirothon is an annual teambased natural resources competition for high school students, where they learn stewardship
and management concepts and work to solve real-world environmental problems. Lindy
Durham, Henricopolis Education Specialist, organizes the participation of teams from Henrico
County’s high schools. The Mock Envirothon served as a test run of virtual logistics and
featured two hours’ worth of multiple choice questions in the areas of Aquatics, Forestry,
Soils, and Wildlife. Congratulations to winners Peter Francisco SWCD, Shenandoah Valley

Watershed Wednesdays Bring New Videos

Henricopolis Education Specialist Lindy Durham and Ed Olsen, Henrico Extension Agent and
Henricopolis Director, have teamed up to create a series of Watershed Wednesday videos!
Check out their latest video focusing on personal water use and conservation for elementary
students and how to make a personal water meter! Check Watershed Wonder Wednesday
for a complete playlist.

See a Stream That Needs Cleaning? Let Us Know!
Under the leadership of Stacey Heflin,
Conservation Specialist, Henricopolis partners with Keep Henrico Beautiful to organize stream cleanups throughout the County.
Although pandemic safety protocols have
impacted our cleanup opportunities, we do
continue to perform cleanups in a modified
capacity. We are always on the lookout for
streams that need attention, so if you come
across one, please contact Stacey at
hef001@henrico.us so that we can evaluate
our ability to organize a cleanup!

Seedling Giveaway
Moved to Fall

Assemblage
Postponed

We were sad to have to cancel our very
popular annual tree seedling giveaway in
the spring of 2020, but we are
determined to make it happen this year!
Currently our supplier is experiencing
pandemic-related shortages, so our goal is
to hold the giveaway this fall when
seedlings have rebounded. Stay tuned for
more information!

January has been our customary month to
hold our annual Assemblage, an in-person
gathering where we celebrate the hard
work and successes of volunteers,
students, teachers, and staff. The
Henricopolis Board has decided that rather than host Assemblage virtually, we
will postpone the event until we can safely
meet in person. We will share more
information as soon as it is available.
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