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          BLACKLINE 
 
 
ORDINANCE — To Add Article VIII Titled “Residential Rental Inspection 
Program” to Chapter 6 of the Code of the County of Henrico to Create a 
Program to Inspect Residential Rental Dwelling Units for Building Code 
Violations and to Establish a Rental Inspection District for Glenwood Farms 
 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF HENRICO COUNTY, 
VIRGINIA: 
 
1. That Article VIII be added to Chapter 6 the Code of the County of Henrico as 
follows: 
 

ARTICLE VIII. RESIDENTIAL RENTAL INSPECTION PROGRAM 
 
Sec. 6-175.   Purpose.  
 
 The purpose of this article is to promote safe, decent, and sanitary 
housing in Henrico County. 
 
Sec. 6-176. Definitions. 
 
For purposes of this article: 
 
"Dwelling unit" means a building or structure or part thereof that is used for a 
home or residence by one or more persons who maintain a household. 
 
"Owner" means the person shown in the current real estate assessment 
records. 
 
"Residential rental dwelling unit" means a dwelling unit that is leased or rented 
to one or more tenants. A dwelling unit occupied in part by the owner thereof 
will not be construed to be a residential rental dwelling unit unless a tenant 
occupies a part of the dwelling unit which has its own cooking and sleeping 
areas and a bathroom. 
 
Sec. 6-176. Compliance with other laws. 
 
 Inspections must comply with all state and federal laws, including 
constitutional requirements governing searches.  
 
 The provisions of this article do not (i) alter the rights and obligations of 
landlords and tenants under the provisions of chapter 12 (§ 55.1-1200, et seq.) 
or chapter 14 (§ 55.1-1400 et seq.) of title 55.1 of the Code of Virginia, as 
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amended, or (ii) alter the duties and responsibilities of the building official 
under Code of Virginia sec. 36-105 and this chapter to enforce the building 
code. 
 
Sec. 6-177.  Designation of rental inspection district.  
 
 The board of supervisors finds that (i) there is a need to protect the 
public health, safety, and welfare of the occupants of dwelling units inside the 
rental inspection district designated in this section; (ii) the residential rental 
dwelling units within the designated rental inspection district are either (a) 
blighted or in the process of deteriorating, or (b) the residential rental dwelling 
units are in need of inspection by the building official to prevent  deterioration, 
taking into account the number, age, and condition of residential dwelling 
rental units inside the designated rental inspection district; and (iii) the 
inspection of residential rental dwelling units inside the designated rental 
inspection district is necessary to maintain safe, decent, and sanitary living 
conditions for tenants and other residents living in the rental inspection 
district. Therefore, the board designates the following rental inspection 
district, pursuant to Code of Virginia, § 36-105.1:1, as amended:  
 
 Glenwood Farms Rental Inspection District. The boundaries of the 
Glenwood Farms Rental Inspection District are shown on the map attached 
to this ordinance and incorporated by reference. A copy of the map is 
maintained in the office of the building official.  
 
Sec. 6-178. Inspections authorized. 
 
 The board authorizes the building official to inspect residential rental 
dwelling units within the designated rental inspection district pursuant to the 
procedures set forth in this section and in conformance with the requirements 
of sec. 6-176. 
 

1. Notification upon establishment of district. Upon the adoption of this 
ordinance establishing a rental inspection district, the building 
official will make reasonable efforts to notify owners of residential 
rental dwelling units within the designated rental inspection 
district, or their designated managing agents, of the adoption of 
the ordinance and provide information and an explanation of the 
rental inspection ordinance and the responsibilities of the owner 
thereunder. 
 

2. Initial inspection of dwelling units. Upon the establishment of the 
rental inspection district, the building official may, in conjunction 
with the written notifications provided for in Code of Virginia § 36-
105.1:1(C), proceed to inspect dwelling units in the designated rental 
inspection district to determine if the dwelling units are being used 
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as residential rental property and for compliance with the provisions 
of the building code that affect the safe, decent, and sanitary living 
conditions for the tenants of such property.  
 

3. Initial and periodic inspections of multifamily dwelling units. If a 
multifamily development has more than 10 dwelling units, in the 
initial and periodic inspections, the building official may inspect only 
a sampling of dwelling units, of not less than two and not more than 
10 percent of the dwelling units, of the multifamily development, 
which includes all of the multifamily buildings which are part of that 
multifamily development. If the building official determines upon 
inspection of the sampling of dwelling units that there are violations 
of the building code that affect the safe, decent, and sanitary living 
conditions for the tenants of such multifamily development, the 
building official may inspect as many dwelling units as necessary to 
enforce the building code. 

 
4. Follow-up inspections. Upon the initial or periodic inspection of a 

residential rental dwelling unit subject to this article, the building 
official has the authority under the building code to require the owner 
of the dwelling unit to submit to such follow-up inspections of the 
dwelling unit as the building official deems necessary, until such 
time as the dwelling unit is brought into compliance with the 
provisions of the building code that affect the safe, decent, and 
sanitary living conditions for the tenants.  

 
5. Periodic inspections. Except as provided in subdivision 4 above, 

following the initial inspection of a residential rental dwelling unit 
subject to this article, the building official may inspect any residential 
rental dwelling unit in a rental inspection district, that is not 
otherwise exempted in accordance with section 6-179, no more than 
once each calendar year. 

 
Sec. 6-179. Exemptions. 
 
Upon the initial or periodic inspection of a residential rental dwelling unit 
subject to this article for compliance with the building code, provided that 
there are no violations of the building code that affect the safe, decent, and 
sanitary living conditions for the tenants of such residential rental dwelling 
unit, the building official will provide, to the owner of such residential rental 
dwelling unit, an exemption from this article for a minimum of four years. 
Upon the sale of a residential rental dwelling unit, the building official may 
perform a periodic inspection as provided in subdivision 5 of section 6-178, 
subsequent to such sale. If a residential rental dwelling unit has been issued 
a certificate of occupancy within the last four years, an exemption will be 
granted for a minimum period of four years from the date of the issuance of 
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the certificate of occupancy by the building official. If the residential rental 
dwelling unit becomes in violation of the building code during the exemption 
period, the building official may revoke the exemption previously granted 
under this section. 
 
Sec. 6-180.  Penalties.  
 
 Penalties for violations of this article will be the same as the penalties 
provided in the building code.  
 
2. That this ordinance shall be in full force and effect on and after its passage 
as provided by law. 
 

 
 


