
A Note to Parents/Guardians/
Role Models 

 

 

Children, younger than age 5, rarely 
understand the “stranger” concept. 
Children up to age 5 should be under 
constant, adult supervision because they 
are unable to protect themselves from 
strangers. However, by age 5, children 
start to venture out from that close 
supervision as they attend school. 

This brochure will help you to ask your 
child questions about strangers to help 
you start non-threatening conversation 
with your child about the subject. Go 
beyond this brochure and find books that 
teach children about strangers through 
stories. Use “teachable moments” to 
remind them of the lesson learned in this 
brochure and in books you have read 
together. Do this often to reinforce what 
they have learned. 

Children often hear news reports and hear 
adults discussing strangers. Your interest 
and discussions will help them feel better 
prepared and less threatened. Call the 
Henrico County Police Division at (804) 
501-5000 or (804) 501-4819 to schedule a 
free stranger program in your school or 
community. 

Henrico County Police Division  
P.O. Box 90775 | Henrico | VA 23273  

 
Emergency | 911  

Non-Emergency | (804) 501-5000  
General Info | (804) 501-4800  

 
police@henrico.us  

HENRICO.US/POLICE 

Chief of Police 
Eric D. English 

Stranger 
Dangers 

WHAT YOU NEED  
TO KNOW ABOUT  
TEACHING YOUR  
CHILDREN HOW TO 
INTERACT WITH STRANGERS 

EMERGENCY: 911  
NON-EMERGENCY: (804) 501-5000 



Can You Answer These 
Questions About Strangers? 

WHAT IS A STRANGER?  

 

 

WHERE MIGHT YOU SEE A STRANGER? 

 

 

ARE ALL STRANGERS BAD?         YES        NO 

HOW CAN YOU  TELL THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN GOOD AND BAD STRANGERS? 

 

 

 

DO YOU KNOW SOME OF THE TRICKS 
STRANGERS USE TOGET KIDS TO STOP AND 
TALK?   

 

 

WHAT WOULD YOU DO IF A STRANGER 
TRIED TO GET YOU STOP AND TALK? 

 

 

WRITE DOWN QUESTIONS YOU HAVE 
ABOUT STRANGERS. 

 

Compare Your Answers 

A STRANGER IS... 

WHERE ARE STRANGERS? 

NOT ALL STRANGERS ARE BAD 

 

 

Learn About Strangers 

GOOD AND BAD STRANGERS: 

There are many more good strangers than bad 
strangers. The problem is that bad strangers 
try to make you think they are very good 
people. They smile and might even try to give 
you things that make you trust them. 

STRANGER TRICKS: 

Bad strangers might try to give you candy, 
toys, or even money to get you to come 

closer. Sometimes they 
use pets because they 
know kids like animals. 
They might even try to 
say that your parents 
are hurt or have asked 
them to pick you up. 
These are all tricks to 
get you to go with 
them. 

RUN AND TELL! 

If anyone you don’t know 
wants to talk to you, give 
you things, or wants you 
to go someplace with 
them, RUN AND TELL! 
Don’t stop and say, “No, 
thank you.” RUN AND 
TELL the closest grown-up 
that you know and trust. Just RUN AND TELL! 

Don’t worry about being rude. Just RUN AND 
TELL! 

Stranger Dangers 
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