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A Newsletter of the Henrico County Division of Fire 
Fully Involved 

Henrico County proudly dedicated the new Regency Area 
Firehouse 9, at 9401 Quioccasin Road, on Saturday, May 
17th. 

After the ribbon cutting and hose un-coupling, the guests 
were treated to refreshments.  There were many activities 
that followed including face painting and tattoos for the kids.  
Fire prevention, safety, and emergency management infor-
mation was available for everyone.  Many of the pieces of 
apparatus from Firehouse 9 and several other firehouses 
were on site for demonstrations.  The kids safety house and 
fire truck slide were also there for kids of all ages. 

At 11,160 square feet, the facility is three times larger than 
the station built on the site in 1964.  Last year, the firefight-
ers at Firehouse 9 responded to 3,800 calls for service, mak-
ing it one of the busiest firehouses in the county.  The station 
serves a 6.1 square mile area of the west end of Henrico 
County where 21,000 citizens reside. 

The new building houses an engine company, a fire medic 
unit and an attack pumper.  It features three apparatus 
bays, a larger dayroom and kitchen, a workout room, a train-
ing room and office space.  A fire captain, 3 lieutenants and 
15 firefighters serve the station.   

The Division of Fire moved into the newly built station back 
in September 2013.  In opening the new station, the Division 
of Fire has adapted the name slightly to reflect the station’s 
service area. 

Henrico designed the new firehouse to meet energy-saving 
silver standards of the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leader-
ship in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) program. 



 

 

Captain Daniel Rosenbaum (center) and community 
services firefighter Jon Reinmuth (left), presented 
Moody Middle School teacher Brent O’Dea (right) 
with a special commendation from the Division of 
Fire’s Chief, Anthony E. McDowell at an after school 
faculty meeting.  The commendation was present-
ed to Mr. O’Dea for his quick actions during a medi-
cal emergency at the school. 

On February 20, at Moody Middle School, Mr. Brent 
O’Dea was instructing his students in his class-
room.  Mr. O’Dea noticed that a 13 year old female 
student appeared to be in distress at her desk.  Mr. 
O’Dea moved closer to the student and realized 
that she appeared to be choking.  As Mr. O’Dea 
attempted to verbally communicate with the stu-
dent, it was apparent that she was choking.  Mr. 
O’Dea then calmly asked the student, “Are you 
choking?”  The student gave a yes motion with her 
head, as she gave the universal sign of her hands 
at her throat.  Mr. O’Dea then asked the student if 
she would like him to conduct the “Heimlich Ma-

neuver”. The student made a non-verbal acknowledgement with her head.  Mr. O’Dea then placed the student in a standing posture, 
to conduct abdominal thrusts.  On the third abdominal thrust, a piece of hard candy exited the student’s mouth.  The student began 
breathing normally, and was escorted to the school clinic. The nurse completed a quick assessment, and realized the student was 
not in need of emergency services.  The student’s parents were contacted, and took their daughter home for further observation. 
The student recovered fully, returning to school without any complications. 

Mr. O’Dea credits Moody Middle School’s very own Maria Purcell, RN with her annual pre-school instruction on basic first aid skills, to 
include how to successfully perform abdominal thrusts during a choking incident. 

Close to 3,000 people die annually from choking.  Learning CPR and procedures like the Heimlich Maneuver can save lives. 
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Written by Captain Daniel Rosenbaum 

Fire on Bramblewood Lane 

Fire units reported fire from the balcony and roof with 
heavy smoke from the third story of the apartment build-
ing.  Inside crews found a large amount of fire from the 
rear balcony and attic of a third story apartment.  The fire 
is believed to have started on the porch.  The fire was 
caused by an energized electrical fixture in a storage 
room off of the patio of a second floor apartment. 

E-4 and E-18, B shift, both drafting out of the river 
off the bridge. 

You have to be reptile 
friendly to work at station 

14!! 
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The Division of Fire recently completed a “Request for Proposal” process for our Operational Medi-
cal Director services and the Board of Supervisors approved the contract on May 13, 2014.  

It is our pleasure to announce the selection of Dr. Joseph Ornato as our OMD.  While many of you 
already know Dr. Ornato, here is a brief introduction and overview of his professional qualifica-
tions and accomplishments. 

Dr. Ornato has been practicing emergency medicine since the early 1970’s holding certification in 
Internal Medicine, Cardiology, and Emergency Medicine. He served in the U.S. Army Medical Corp. 
before moving to Nebraska where he was involved in the EMS system, in addition to his duties in 
hospital emergency departments. In the mid 1980’s, Dr. Ornato arrived at MCV as an Associate 
Professor of Internal Medicine and Cardiology. He currently serves as Professor & Chairman of the 
Department of Emergency Medicine, as well as Professor of Internal Medicine (Cardiology). Dr. 
Ornato also serves as the OMD for Richmond Ambulance Authority, Richmond Fire, and has filled 
our OMD role following the departure of Dr. Kurz. He remains deeply committed to research ef-
forts conducting clinical trials focused on emergency medicine. 

Dr. Ornato remains active in numerous national emergency medicine organizations, including the 
American Heart Association and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration. He has received many 

local, state, and national awards throughout his career recognizing his efforts in education, cardiology, and emergency medicine. He 
continues to contribute to the medical field authoring an impressive number of scientific papers and contributing to educational text-
books. 

One highlight of Dr. Ornato’s career he shared during this process followed the attacks on 9/11. Dr. Ornato led a group of Critical 
Care Physicians along with FDNY and EMS personnel in the establishment of a 40 bed field hospital/triage unit near Ground Zero, 
within the first hour following the collapse of the towers. This initial group provided care until relieved by USAR teams and other 
medical resources later that evening. 

As we continue providing outstanding care to the citizens of Henrico, please welcome Dr. Ornato to our team, as our Operational 
Medical Director! 

Tom Leonard’s Wishing Well 
Benefits Project Life Saver 

During the week of April 20—26, 2014, the wishing 
well at Tom Leonard’s benefited the Project Life-
saver Program.  The wishing well program helps a 
new project each week with the coins donated by 
patrons, and a penny for penny match by the store. 

Written by District Chief David Nuckols 

School Bus Accident in Henrico County  

On May 15th, 2014, Engine 17, Engine 8, Truck 10, 
Battalion 1, and EMS 1 responded to a three vehicle 
accident, with one overturned vehicle.  There was one 
person extricated, and no injuries reported on the 
school bus. 



 

 

Fitness & Wellness 
By Lt. Bill Bonner (18) 

 

With more stations purchasing Concept2 rowers, 
and the availability at the PSB gym, all 
are invited to join our virtual team.  Follow 
the directions to create a free account 
at Concept2, and our affiliation at the bottom of 
the sign up form is 
"henrico county fire".  You 
can track your progress 
with your online logbook.  
There are workouts of the 
day (WOD) for all levels, 
and monthly challenges to 
keep you on track and 
focused.  If you can't run, 
or need a break from run-
n ing,  i t ' s  a great 
choice.  Rowing provides a great warm up for 
weight lifting as well as part of a circuit workout. 

Last year the following division members logged 
more than 1.5 million meters (954 miles): Bill 
Bonner, Mark Wilson, Charles Wharff, Jerry Law-
son, Steve "Pig" Pignatello, David Corbin, Tim 
Edwards, Jay Browne, John Cuoghi, Alex Grant, 
Daniel Reed, Greg Hudson, Patrick White, Bruce 
Alford and Sean Parkinson. 
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Lt. Jim Heller, FF Lee Meanley 
and Lt. Joe Powers all 

graduated  from the Virginia 
Fire Officer Academy on June 
13th. CONGRATULATIONS!! 

Attic Fire Stopped 

Henrico Fire responded to a fire in the 10000 block of Sherman Place 
during a thunderstorm on June 19th.  Arriving units discovered a fire 
in the attic of the home.  Additional fire units arrived and were able to 
support the fire suppression activities and prevent further damage to 
the house.  Four occupants were displaced, and there were no injuries. 

Firehouse Cooking 

Crockpot Recipe 

Ingredients: 
 
3 chicken breasts (or rotisserie chicken) 
1 can diced tomatoes 
1 can corn 
1 can black beans (rinsed) 
1 can enchilada sauce 
1 medium onion chopped 
1 4 oz. can chopped green chilies 
3 cloves of minced garlic 
2 cups water 
2-3 14.5 oz. cans of chicken broth 
1 teaspoon cumin 
1 teaspoon chili powder 
1 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon pepper 
1 teaspoon chopped cilantro 
 
Directions: 
 
Place chicken, seasoning, and veggies in crockpot.  Cover and cook 
on low for 6-8 hours (or on high for 4 hours) 
 
Top with cheese and crumbled tortilla chips.  Avocado if desired. 
 
Recipe submitted by: 
FF David Mylum (Training) 
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The 17th annual Virginia Fallen Firefighters Memorial Service 
was held on June 7th at the Richmond Raceway Complex.  
Four firefighters who died in the line of duty, or have been 
recognized by the Virginia Line of Duty Act in the last year, 
will be honored for their bravery and dedicated public service. 

The fallen firefighters to be honored are: 

Firefighter Joe Perkins of Danville Fire Department, 
Master Firefighter Frederick Broyles of Newport News 
Fire Department, Master Technician Claire Ducker of 
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue, and Firefighter Joshua 
Smith of LaCrosse Volunteer Fire Department.   

This year’s service included a keynote address by The Honora-
ble Brian J. Moran, Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland 
Security, a Virginia Fire Services honor guard procession featur-
ing the Saint Andrew’s Legion Pipes and Drums, musical perfor-
mance by Susan Greenbaum, and a fire apparatus display from 
fire departments across the state.  State flags that have been 
flown above the Virginia State Capitol will be presented to the 
families of the fallen firefighters by Secretary Moran. 

Fallen Firefighter Facts 

 Over the years, this Memorial Service has honored 57 Virginians that have made the ultimate sacrifice serving their fellow citi-
zens 

 According to records obtained by Virginia’s Public Safety Memorial Commission, over 215 firefighters and EMS personnel have 
been recognized by the Virginia Line of Duty Death Act since 1883 

 The annual Memorial Service honors not only Virginia firefighters who have died in the previous year, but also the memory of all 
firefighters who have perished while on-duty 

 In 2013, the U.S. Fire Administration reported 107 on-duty firefighter fatalities in the U.S.  And 42 firefighter fatalities have 
already been reported in 2014 
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Firehouse Cooking 
The Station #1 Triple Sow-Cow 

Ingredients: 

4 lbs. ground beef 
1 lb. pulled pork BBQ 
1-2 cup bag of shredded cheddar 
2 cups BBQ sauce 
1 lbs. bacon 
Ketchup 
2 boxes of stove top stuffing 
4 eggs 
Salt/pepper, other seasoning you see fit 
Brown sugar 
 

Prep: 

The Meatloaf: One person mixes the ground beef, stuffing right out of the 
box, eggs, ketchup, and seasoning in a large bowl. Separate into two 2lb 
sections of beef. Flatten them out to a square foot, just under an inch thick. 
Spread cheddar, BBQ sauce and pulled BBQ over the surface, then roll the beef into a loaf using foil to help keep in one piece. 

Another person weaves the bacon "blanket". One pound of bacon will make a blanket measuring almost a square foot. Weave using 
under-over method. Place your roll of beef on top of the bacon blanket and roll the bacon around it to completely cover.  

Place the completed wrapped rolls on a broiler pan with the seam of the bacon blanket on the bottom. Rub brown sugar on top for 
flavor. 

Bake at 350° for about an hour and check on it. A meat thermometer comes in really handy. Look 
for an internal temp of at least 160°. Top and sides of bacon blanket will shrink a little and look 
obviously cooked. Bottom will need a little more work. Take out of the oven and rotate the rolls so 
the bottom is now on the top. Bake for another 20 minutes until the top looks like the sides.  

Once out of the oven, marvel at its beauty for a minute or two before cutting into it. As you do 
make that cut, pay close attention to the cheesy, saucy ooze of goodness that comes out of the 
center. 

Invented by the boys of #1 C-shift 
Motivated by leftovers and imagination 
Feeds 8-10 
Prep time, 20 minutes 

Staying Connected with our Community 

Four Mile Creek Baptist Church, located at 2959 New Market Road, has 
been upgrading playground equipment to commercial grade.  One piece 
depicts the local Firehouse #4.  The weekday Director, Suzanne Ricks, 
had an event at the church and invited the on duty shift to come and be 
a part of the event on the new playground. 

Suggested side dishes: 

Mac and cheese 
Mixed greens 
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FF GRAYSON ELAM WINS FIREFIGHTER COOK-OFF 

Firefighter Grayson Elam (Chef), and Firefighter Darrel Broughton (Assistant Chef), won the 2014 Hurricane Preparedness Firefighter Cook-off.  
Pictured above are from left to right, Assistant Chief Kenny Dunn, Captain Daniel Rosenbaum, Firefighter Grayson Elam, Emergency Manager Anna 
McRay, and Home Depot Assistant Manager, Jon Purdham, as Firefighter Elam receives this year’s trophy for the event.  Firefighter Elam and 
Broughton were able to create a three course meal out of a hurricane preparedness food kit in under 30 minutes.  The meal included an appetizer of 
chicken salad with craisins and oranges with crackers, a ham and chicken chowder, and a main course of spam fried rice with pineapples.  Firefighter 
Elam and Broughton are both from local Firehouse 21, located near Virginia Center Commons, and are both members of the Regional Hazardous 
Material Team. 

The event was part of the Hurricane Preparedness Week.  The cook-off was to demonstrate that an emergency food kit does not have to only include 
trail mix and granola bars.  Full course meals can be stored and prepared in short time with a grill or camping stove. 

The decision for best chef was a close one.  Head Chef Firefighter Josh Dehoux from Firehouse 6 and his assistant, Lieutenant Jackson Baynard, 
created two specialty pizzas on the grill.  The first was a spinach, hickory spam, ham and pepperoni pizza.  They followed that up with a dessert pizza 
of peaches, pecan and coconut bar.  Both were delicious.  The third group of Firefighters created a jambalaya of rice, pepperoni, red peppers, ham, 
and spam that was also very good.  Head Chef Firefighter Paul Moncure from Lakeside Firehouse 5 called this his “glad to be alive jambalaya” . 
The event was co-sponsored by Home Depot who provided the cooking area and grills to cook on, along with prizes for all of the chefs.   

The Winning Recipe 

Chicken salad recipe 
 
3 cans chicken breast 
1 can chicken spread 
4 tablespoons of mayo 
Half a cup of chopped craisins 
Half a cup of chopped walnuts 
Mix it all together 
Salt and peeper to taste 
All these ingredients were in the 
nonperishable disaster kit  
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Henrico Fire responded to a report of a brush fire at 4621 
Sydclay Drive in Henrico County’s east end.  An exterior brush 
fire had extended into the maintenance building of an apart-
ment complex.  The fire had extended into the attic of the 
building and through the roof, but crews were able to bring 
the fire under control quickly to prevent the spread of any of 
the surrounding apartment buildings.  The maintenance build-
ing for the apartment complex where the fire originated suf- 

fered moderate fire damage.  Henrico Fire has determined 
the cause of the fire to be accidental in nature and due to 
discarded smoking material.  The discarded smoking material 
set the mulch around the building on fire which then spread 
into the building.  The fire caused an estimated $20,000 in 
damage to the building.  No residents of the complex were 
displaced due to the fire, and there were no injuries. 

BRUSH FIRE SPREADS TO APARTMENT COMPLEX 

Cigarettes and other smoking materials that are not properly 
extinguished can smolder for hours before igniting a fire. 
These fires can start when plant pots are used as ashtrays or 
cigarette butts are carelessly thrown on the ground. 

Every year, fires started with smoking materials occur in Hen-
rico County. These fires not only cause millions of dollars in 
damage, but they also needlessly risk lives.  In some cases, 
lives have been lost. 
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House Fire on Binford Lane 

Crews responded to a call for a house fire in the 1800 block of Binford Lane on 
May 30th.  Initial fire attack crews found fire in the rear bedroom of the resi-
dence.  There was moderate smoke and fire damage done to the home.  No 
injuries were reported, and one adult was displaced for a short period of time.  
The Fire Marshal’s office has determined the cause of the fire to be from a light 
weight multi-plug extension cord that overheated and caught fire.  The electri-
cal cord was also covered, which allowed the heat to build up and give the fire 
fuel to burn. 

Captain Vernon Crumpler,  
(EMS-2), was recognized as the 
Military Veteran Firefighter of 
the Year 2014 on June 11th, at 
the VFW Post 6364. 

Apartment Fire 

Henrico Fire responded to a call of an apartment fire on 
Bolling Road on June 12th.  Fire was noticed at the rear of 
the unit, on the first floor.  The fire was caused acci-
dentally by an electric candle warmer.  There were no 
injuries, and the fire did not spread to adjoining units.  
The residents of the apartment will need temporary hous-
ing for a short period of time. 
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Assistant Fire Marshal 
C h u c k  M u m f o r d 
(right), and Fire Mar-
shall Henry Rosen-
baum (left) graduated 
from the 10 week Virgin-
ia Fire Marshal Academy 
on June 13th at the Car-
oline Community Ser-
vices Center in Milford, 
Virginia.  Both men now 
have full police power.  
Mumford was the class 
president. 

We have been notified that Henrico Fire is being awarded six 
(6) National Association of Counties (NACo) Achievement 
Awards.  In addition, we had a joint award submitted by Fire 
and Human Resources, which will be our 7th award.  The 
awards were in recognition of the programs and projects 
listed below: 

1. Intelligent Response:  Data-Driven Fire Hazard Evaluation 
2. Re-Launch of the Henrico Fire Safety House 
3. Work Performance Evaluation 
4. Central Virginia EMS Expo 
5. Basic Special Services School 
6. After the Fire Program 
7. Preparing for the Future:  Promotional Process Feedback 

Program (joint Fire and HR) 
 
These awards are just one indication of the level of innovation and hard 
work that is being accomplished on a daily basis within Henrico Fire.  
Chief McDowell would like to acknowledge all the personnel who have 
made these programs successful. 

FF Jon Reinmuth (Fire Admin) ap-
peared on WRIC TV channel 8 on June 
3rd.  He did a short segment on senior 
citizen safety. 

Members from Henrico Fire attended the third annual Crisis 
Intervention Team conference on May 18—20, at the Hilton 
Hotel & Spa in Short Pump. 

Team Henrico takes the “Henrico County Cup” at 
the Eastern Henrico Business Association annual 
tournament. Pictured left to right:  Martin Ramirez, 
Chief David Nuckols, Chief Kenny Dunn, Pat Schultz, 
Paula Ramirez, Daryl Broughton and Mark Romers 
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On June 25th, Henrico County Division of Fire honored fire-
fighters and fire crews for their service to the citizens of Hen-
rico County.  The event was held at Glen Allen High School.   
The ceremony awarded Medal of Valor Awards, Distinguished 
Service Medals, and Incident Commendations, for significant 
incidents from this past year.  Included in these events were 
incidents that involved a dramatic rescue from an icy pond, a 
cardiac arrest of a VDOT worker on the interstate, and a mo-
tor vehicle that overturned into the Chickahomany River.  
Several of the survivors of these incidents were on stage to 
thank the firefighters for their service.  There were also 2 
firefighters promoted to captain, 3 firefighters promoted to 
Lieutenant and one civilian promoted to Account Clerk III. 

Number of Awards and Decorations: 

Medal of Valor    (3) 
Distinguished Service Medal  (6) 
Fire Chief’s Medal    (1) 
Life Saver Award    (14) 
Personal Commendation   (18) 
Incident Commendation   (19) 
Certificate of Commendation HPD  (4) 
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On Saturday, May 3rd, the second annual 
Virginia Firefighter Games was held at Short 
Pump Town Center in Henrico County.   This 
year’s event was even bigger than the first 
year, with almost 10,000 attendees and hun-
dreds of competitors, made up of law en-
forcement, EMS, and firefighters.   The event 
raised over $70,000 in corporate donations, 
with proceeds going to local charities, includ-
ing $10,000 to the Old Dominion Burn Foun-
dation.  Seventy-five pints of blood were 
donated, which equates to 225 lives saved.  
This year, along with the competitions, were 
plenty of activities for the kids, including 
inflatable games, kid’s safety house, kid’s 
water wagon, crafts, and interactive compe-
titions.  The event also featured three live 
bands which played all day, antique fire trucks, and demonstra-
tions of vehicle extrication and rappelling.  Boston Fire Depart-
ment sold T-shirts in the vendor area to raise money for the 
families of the two LODD on March 26th, 2014. 
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Firehouse Cooking 

Firehouse Caprese Salad 

Ingredients: 
3 ripe tomatoes sliced medium 
15 cloves of roasted garlic 
12 oz. pkg. fresh mozzarella cheese sliced medium 
2 cups balsamic vinegar (pomegranate balsamic vinegar from the 
Olive Store) 
Fresh basil (whole or julienned leaves) 
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil for drizzling over finished product 
Kosher salt and fresh cracked pepper 
1 loaf French bread thinly sliced and toaster 
 
Directions: 
Boil the balsamic vinegar over medium heat in a small saucepan 
for 15 minutes or until reduced to a syrup or thick glaze.  Remove 
from heat and allow to cool. 
 
Toast the French bread with a little brush of olive oil or butter for 
10 minutes in the oven or until slightly brown. 
 
Arrange the tomatoes, mozzarella, and basil alternating each in-
gredient.  Top with chopped roasted garlic cloves, drizzle olive oil, 
and reduced balsamic over the top.  Season with salt and pepper. 
 
Serve for lunch or dinner with toasted slices of French bread. 
 
This recipe takes 20 minutes to prepare and serves 8 people 
 
Recipe submitted by: 
Battalion Chief Gary Samuels 

Sprinkler System Extinguishes  
Warehouse Fire 

Fire units responded to 8555 Magellan Parkway for a fire 
alarm on May 26th.  First arriving units reported smoke 
coming from a bay door of the structure upon arrival.  A 
full alarm assignment was called immediately.  A total of 
10 apparatus and 3 command staff responded to the inci-
dent.  The sprinkler system of the warehouse had extin-
guished the majority of the fire and kept it minimized.  
There was moderate smoke and fire damage in the ware-
house.  The warehouse was not occupied at the time of 
the fire.  The fire is believed to have started near a desk 
in the warehouse.  The Fire Marshal’s office is investigat-
ing. 

Wear your Safety 
Equipment! 

On May 19th, Captain Scotty 
Southall (Fire Training) was 
mowing the grass at the drill 
facility, when he accidentally 
ran over a piece of barbed 
wire.  The mower blade 
slung the wire across his 
face.  The injury resulted in 
6 stitches.  Luckily, Captain 
Southall was wearing mili-
tary grade ballistic safety 
glasses, which kept him 
from losing his eye.   

Warehouse Wall  
Collapse 

 
Henrico Fire crews re-
sponded to Traders Mar-
ket Place, located at 2208 
Pearl Drive on June 11th. 
The call for service re-
ported the brick veneer 
from a large warehouse 
building had peeled away 
and fallen to the ground.  
Three workers were in 
the building at the time, 
and said they heard a 
loud bang which they 
thought was lightening 
striking the building just 
before they heard the 
wall come down.  The 
Henrico building inspec-
tors determined that a 
lack of sufficient brick ties 
to the block wall contrib-
uted to the collapse. 
There were no injuries. 



 

 

Volume 2, Issue 1 Page 14 

The Jacobs Engine Brake is a product 
widely accepted as the leading product 
for an auxiliary brake system. The sys-
tem uses the engine compression to 
slow the apparatus down automatically 
when you lift off the accelerator. The 
system was updated with Pierce models 
using the Detroit Series 60, and later 
that have ABS to tie the auxiliary brake 
to the ABS to reduce the chance of 
braking traction or controlling it if a skid 
occurs. Vehicles equipped with the sup-
plemental braking system and ABS will 
return to normal operation when the slip 
condition is no longer detected. 

Most of our Jacobs (Jake Brake) brakes 
have a 3 position control, and an on/off 
switch. The 3 position control allows the 
driver to select 2, 4 or all 6 cylinders to 
assist with slowing the vehicle. The sys-
tem works best when the motor oil is at 
operating temperature, since it uses this 
oil to operate the valves. The system 
will automatically cut out when engine 
RPM’s fall below 1,000 to prevent 
stalling the motor. Apparatus with fire 
pumps have a circuit to turn the auxilia-
ry brake system off when in pump. 

Since our apparatus is almost always 
operated at a full load, it is recommend-
ed that the selector switch be kept in 
the “high” position. Operating the Ja-
cobs system in the high position allows 
for full brake control with the least 
chance of overheating the service 
brakes. 

All of our large equipment, engines, 
squads and aerials have some form of 
auxiliary braking system, some older 

apparatus have transmission retarders, 
most frontline equipment have the Ja-
cobs system. The systems work different-
ly to achieve the same result, slowing 
apparatus down with less use of the ser-
vice brakes. 

Use on slippery road conditions 

The text below is directly from the Jacobs 
Operators Manual section relating to slip-
pery road conditions 

Since the operation of any vehicle under 
slippery conditions is unpredictable, be 
sure you have plenty of distance when 
testing service brakes or your Jacobs 
Engine Brake™. 
 
The Jacobs Engine Brake will not affect 
the operation of ABS (Anti-lock Braking 
System) on vehicles so equipped. The 
ABS systems should deactivate the en-
gine brake when wheel slip occurs and 
traction is lost, and will reactivate the 
engine brake when the ABS system has 
disengaged. 
 
If the Jacobs Engine Brake is new to you, 
it is recommended that you do not at-
tempt to use it on slippery roads until 
you have some experience with it on dry 
pavement. When you have that experi-
ence, you may use the following opera-
tion sequence as a guideline. 
 
Slippery Pavement Driving Proce-
dures 
 
When driving on wet or icy pavement, 
start with the master switch in the “off” 

position and use the same gear you 
would normally use under these condi-
tions. 
 
Before activating the engine brake, be 
sure that you have plenty of distance 
between your vehicle and other vehi-
cles, and that traffic conditions allow for 
testing of vehicle braking. Also make 
sure that the vehicle is maintaining 
traction and stability using the natural 
retarding of the engine alone. If the 
retarding of the engine alone without 
the engine brake causes any loss of 
traction, do not attempt to use the en-
gine brake until road conditions im-
prove. 
 
If the vehicle is maintaining traction, 
you may then activate the Jacobs En-
gine Brake™ by turning the switch to 
the “low” position. If the tractor drive 
wheels begin to lock or there is a fish-
tail motion, immediately turn the switch 
off and don’t turn the Jacobs Engine 
Brake on until road conditions improve. 
If there was no tendency for the drive 
wheels to lose traction and you desire 
greater slowing power, move the brak-
ing switch to the next highest position. 
If the drive wheels tend to lock or there 
is a fishtail motion, immediately switch 
the engine brake into the low position. 
Do not attempt to use a higher position 
until road conditions improve. 
 
 

T he  f u l l  manua l  i s  l o c a t e d 
at:  \\hfd_vdm\Training\Apparatus 
Training 

Jacobs Exhaust Brake Operation 
By Lt. Stone Smith 

THANK YOU to Captain Carlton King,      
Lt. Justin Madren and Firefighter Ryan 

Ernest at Station 11 for participating in the 
Superhero Run in April  
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FF Dennis Brockwell (18), celebrated the birth of a baby boy, 
Kellen, on May 20th 

FF Glynn Brockwell (4), lost his grandmother, Ms. Kathleen 
Harris, on June 2nd 

Dawn Watson-Bronner (Fire Human Resources, Profes-
sional Development), lost her grandfather on June 8th 

Retired FF Bruce Thompson passed away on June 13th.  
Please keep his family in your thoughts and prayers. 

FF Eric Middleton (9), lost his grandmother on June 14th 

FF Karter Baker (1), lost his father-in-law on June 16th 

Debbie Sadler (Fire Planning & Technology), lost her moth-
er on June 17th 

FF Adam Matanoski (6), celebrated the birth of their first 
daughter, Ryanne Allyssa on June 22nd 

Instructor Ben Nuckols lost his father-in-law in late June due 
to illness 
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May 

Berkley, Tony Station 6 10 Years 

Coble, Shawn Station 9 10 Years 

Dempesis, Kristopher Station 21  10 Years 

Furman, Phillip Station 11 10 Years 

Goodpasture, Jason Station 8  10 Years 

Hopkins, Brian Station 8  10 Years 

Middleton, Eric Station 9 10 Years 

Nuckols, Ben Training 10 Years 

Owens, Robert Station 13 10 Years 

Ray, Christopher Station 4 10 Years 

Stenhouse, James Station 21 10 Years 

Wright, Andrew Station 14  10 Years 

Smith, Anthony Station 18 15 Years 

      
June 

Mitchell, Jeffrey Station 22 30 Years 

Sandlin, Denise Fire Admin 1 Year 

Shukoor, Ruqsaar Fire Admin 1 Year 

FF Mikel Redford (13)   Career FF 

FF Richard “Lean” Blank-
enship stops by to speak 
to Chief McDowell on his 
last day before retirement.  
Lean has been a firefighter 
since 1975 (when he 
joined as a volunteer in 
Ashland), and has been 
with Henrico Fire since 
1984.  He was one of the 
first ALS providers in the 
Division.  Lean spent 17 
years at station 6, and for 
much of that time, the 
ambulance was the only 
fire department ambulance 
east of Lakeside in the 
County.  After leaving 6, 
Lean worked at 9, 13 and eventually 4.  He has been a real 
mentor and friend to many of us.  We wish him all the best in 
his retirement. 


