
Henrico County, Virginia           1            December 2011 

Virginia Juvenile Community  
Crime Control Act 

History 
 
Virginia Juvenile Community Crime Control Act (“VJCCCA”) was established in 1995 by 
the General Assembly and restructured funding for local juvenile justice programming.  
The General Assembly appropriated additional state funding so localities could 
implement programs and services to meet the needs of juveniles involved in the juvenile 
justice system.  In order to secure this state funding, all localities are required to first 
expend an amount designated as a Maintenance of Effort.  All of these programs 
provide a cost effective means for youth to be held accountable for their behavior, 
protect the safety of our citizens, and provide well supervised alternatives to secure 
detention.  Of note is that all youth receiving services through VJCCCA require parental 
participation and cooperation.  In FY02/03, the state dramatically reduced their portion 
of VJCCCA funds by approximately 51%, and significant reductions continue to occur 
resulting in the state revenue anticipated for FY11/12 being the lowest in the history of 
VJCCCA.    
 
The needs of families coming before the court are often great and Henrico VJCCCA 
funds provide an array of services in order to address the many needs of families 
involved with juvenile justice.  Current services consist of: anger management groups, 
Parenting groups, Project Fresh Start (a collaborative effort with the Y.M.C.A.), on site 
substance abuse and mental health assessments, substance abuse screenings, 
intensive home based services, detention outreach, gps monitoring, Larceny Reduction 
Program (Tier 1 and 2), and the Service through Opportunity Program (“STOP”).  In 
FY96/97, the first full year of VJCCCA funding, VJCCCA provided 1,361 services to 434 
youth and their families.  In spite of the continued serious reduction in state revenue, 
VJCCCA services provided 1,888 services to 843 families in FY05/06 and 3,453 
services to 1,345 families in FY09/10; a staggering 83% increase in just four years.  
Generally the population served with VJCCCA funds is 70% minority and primarily 
between the ages of 15 and 17.  The success rate for youth and families referred to 
VJCCCA programs is an average of 84.76% and recidivism rates are generally below 
the state average for similar programs. 
 
In addition, a substantial part of VJCCCA programs requires youth to “give back” to 
Henrico County for the crimes committed within our locality.  This amounted to 5,315 
hours of supervised community service hours completed by VJCCCA youth in FY09/10 
at a cost savings to Henrico of over $100,000.  All of these hours were completed in 
Henrico County and often in collaboration with other County agencies.   
 
Examples of VJCCCA Community Service Projects consist of (though not all inclusive): 

• Theme decorated pillowcases and cards to children in the pediatric unit at St. 
Mary’s Hospital.  
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• Beautification and mulching etc. at Deep Run Park, Osborne Boat Landing, 
Dorey Park, Pouncey Track Park, Meadow Farm Museum and Spring Park 
Historic Site. 

• Organizing and cleaning the Community Maintenance Warehouse on Dabbs 
House Rd. 

• Painting projects at several private residences identified by the Dept. of 
Community Revitalization. 

• Collecting food for the Food Bank. 
• Cleaning grounds, trimming and weeding at a historic cemetery in the east end. 
• Writing story books for elementary school children about solutions to avoiding 

conflict. 
 
 


