
Merry Christmas from Henrico Division of Fire 

Fully Involved 

We are proud to recognize 

District Chief Eugene 

“Cricket” Gerald, who 

joined the Division of Fire 

family 40 YEARS ago. 

During Chief Gerald’s 40-

year tenure with the coun-

ty, he has served in multi-

ple capacities as a fire-

fighter and officer, in sev-

eral firehouses, and in all 

Battalions. After Cricket’s 

promotion to lieutenant in 

1990, he was assigned to 

Firehouse 12.  Shortly 

after a transfer to Fire-

house 8 in 1997, Cricket 

was promoted to the rank 

of Captain. He served 

lengthy terms as the Cap-

tain of Firehouses 5 and 6. 

Before his promotion to 

Battalion Chief in 2013, 

Cricket also led Fire-

houses 15 and 13. 

Since 2014, Chief Gerald 

has served as the “C Pla-

toon” District Chief (Shift 

Commander), where he 

oversees a minimum of 

121 on-duty personnel, 

running over 50 units out 

of 20 firehouses. 

Throughout his career, 

Cricket has led with pro-

fessionalism, integrity, 

forward-thinking initia-

tives, servant leadership, 

and a quick wit that leaves 

us anticipating our next 

conversation with him.  

Thank you Chief Gerald 

for your service to this 

community and the Divi-

sion of Fire! 
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As the year draws to a close I would like to take a 

moment to wish all our members (current and re-

tired), their families, and the Henrico community a 

very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

2016 was another very significant year for the Division 

of Fire. With the adoption of the new budget, our 

total workforce increased to 562 full time employees. 

Through the efforts of these men and women, our 

Division of Fire responded to an estimated 47,000 

calls for service, which (as of this writing) includes 

over 600 dispatched structure fires and more than 

22,000 EMS patients transported to area hospitals. 

Henrico County continues to attract many well qualified individuals seeking a career in the fire service. In 

2016 we hired 36 new firefighters out of a pool of 1,135 qualified candidates. A total of 88 firefighters 

achieved Career Development promotions during the year, 12 firefighters were promoted to lieutenant, four 

lieutenants were promoted to captain, and three captains were promoted to battalion chief. There were 12 

firefighters released as new Advanced Life Support providers, and 20 senior paramedics were certified as RSI 

medics. 

In November, the citizens of Henrico County passed a bond referendum by a record high 86% to authorize 

the County to build a new fire training building and two new firehouses – one on Staples Mill Road and an-

other on Nine Mile Road. Meanwhile, construction began on Firehouse 19 at North Gayton and Kain Roads, 

the last of the 2005 bond referendum projects. Fire Medic 19 will go in service 

in February of 2017, and the station itself is scheduled to open with a truck and 

an engine in January 2018. 

The Division was recognized with a number of awards in 2016. Highlights in-

clude the American Heart Association’s “Gold” Mission Lifeline Award for our 

approach to emergency cardiac care, three National Association of Counties 

(NACo) awards for excellence, and the Special Achievement in GIS award from 

ESRI Corporation.  

The Division had a record year in terms of community outreach and disaster 

planning. A quick snapshot of this workload includes 85 attendees at the 

“Survivor Day” workshop, nine tabletop exercises in the EOC, two CERT clas-

ses with 52 graduates, NIMS and ICS training for 433 students, 18 emergency 

action plans for licensed care facilities, and over 4,100 inspections of high-risk 

properties by the Fire Marshals’ Office. 

During 2016, two more Henrico firefighters were selected from a highly com-

petitive process to join the FEMA USAR / Virginia Task Force II, bringing our 

total to ten firefighters on this world-class technical team. Our hazmat team 

deployed on several major incidents and Henrico firefighters participated in 

numerous activations of the Central Virginia Incident Management Team. 

All of the Division of Fire’s efforts and successes have one thing in common. They occur as a result of highly 

trained professionals who care about their work, each other, and the community. We are blessed to have 

such an incredible team that lives out the values of PRIDE on a daily basis. 

To each of you I offer my most sincere thanks for all you do, and my best wishes for a safe and joyous holi-

day season. 

Chief McDowell 
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Garage Fire on Creery Rd. 
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On Nov 17th, Engine 15 responded to Creery 

Rd. to the report of a vehicle fire. Upon arrival, 

Engine 15 reported heavy fire coming from a 

two-bay garage that contained two Mustangs, 

two riding mowers, and other various items. A 

request for additional units was made and the 

fire was extinguished quickly. 

Although the garage was a total loss, no injuries 

occurred. 

 

 

 



“Real integ ri ty is  doi ng the ri ght  thi ng, kn owing th at n obo dy’s  going  to  know whether  you did i t o r n ot.”  

Oprah Wi nfrey  

Apartment Fire on Foxfire Lane 
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On Sept 28th, fire units responded to the report of an apartment fire in the 4400 block of Foxfire Lane, 

near Nine Mile Road. Units arrived to a heavy volume of smoke coming from the rear of a two-story 

apartment complex. Firefighters immediately searched the apartment and found no victims, but did locate 

one dog.  The fire was quickly extinguished, but the unit did sustain significant damage to the rear of the 

building. Occupants of the apartment will be displaced until damage can be repaired. The cause of the fire 

is being investigated.   

  

 



House Fire on Wentworth Ave. 
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On Nov 8th, multiple calls came in for a 

house fire on Wentworth Avenue in 

the Lakeside area of the county. Units 

arrived within five minutes to find a 

heavy volume of fire from the front and 

rear of a single-family home. 

Firefighters were initially unable to 

make entry into the home due to the 

amount of fire. However, after knock-

ing down the bulk of the fire, hose lines 

were advanced inside at the same time 

that searches were being per-

formed. The searches revealed that no 

one was inside and companies contin-

ued to work and check for hidden fire.  

The fire was brought under control 

within an hour and because of a quick 

response time, damage to a neighboring 

home was limited to only melted siding. 

 

 



“Real integ ri ty is  doi ng the ri ght  thi ng, kn owing th at n obo dy’s  going  to  know whether  you did i t o r n ot.”  

Oprah Wi nfrey  

Apartment Fire off Gaskins Rd. 
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On Oct 16th, multiple calls 

came in reporting a fire at the 

Cabin Creek Apartments off 

Gaskins Rd. Units arrived to 

flames and heavy smoke com-

ing from the top floor and roof 

of a three-story apartment 

complex.   

Firefighters immediately began 

to search for victims while 

stretching hose lines inside the 

burning apartments. When the 

fire quickly grew in size, fire-

fighters were evacuated from 

the building to allow ladder 

trucks to pour hundred of gal-

lons of water to control the 

fire. A second alarm was called 

to bring additional apparatus 

and manpower to assist as 

well. Once the bulk of the fire 

was knocked down, firefighters re-entered the building to finish the firefight. The fire took two hours to mark 

under control, and more than 25 people were displaced and are being assisted with representatives from the 

American Red Cross.  The cause of the fire is under investigation, and will take some time to complete due to 

the amount of damage to the building. 

 

 



Lightning Strike off Jamerson Place 
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On Sept 28th, thunderstorms moved 

through Henrico County. Units re-

sponded to the report of a possible 

house fire on Jamerson Place, near 

Twin Hickory Elementary School. 

Upon investigation, crew members dis-

covered smoke coming from the back 

of a two-story home. Firefighters found 

fire hidden in the rear walls of the 

home from both the interior and exte-

rior. 

After removing siding and sheetrock, 

the seat of the fire was located and 

quickly extinguished. Nobody was 

home at the time of the fire, and the 

cause is suspected to be due to a light-

ning strike near the back of the home. 

 

 



“Real integ ri ty is  doi ng the ri ght  thi ng, kn owing th at n obo dy’s  going  to  know whether  you did i t o r n ot.”  

Oprah Wi nfrey  

Car Accident on I295 
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On Nov 17th, fire units responded to 

a three-vehicle accident on I-295. 

Units arrived to find three vehicles, 

one with heavy damage to the rear. 

Extrication was quickly completed to 

removed one patient who was trapped 

inside the vehicle. 

The patient was transported with non-

life threatening injuries and two other 

people involved in the accident were 

not transported and had no injuries. 
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Friends and Family 

 

 

 

Mike Clary (Firefighter 4C) – lost his brother Kelby “Dane” Clary Oct 7th 

Dawn Watson-Bronner (Fire Personnel Officer) – lost her uncle Nov 11th 

 

Henrico FF Stork’s Latest Deliveries... 

William “Putnum” Overstreat (Lieutenant 10C) - welcomed son Finn Elliott Sept 29th 

Michael Smith (Firefighter 13A) - welcomed daughter Navy Grace Oct 3rd 

Steve Doney (Firefighter 11A) - welcomed son Declan Scott Oct 20th 

Karter Baker (Firefighter 1A) - welcomed son Jax Preston Nov 27th 

Congratulations 

Battalion Chief John Shaffer received the Holder Leadership Award.  

This career achievement award is presented to any qualifying Division officer, who demonstrates the 

outstanding qualities of formal leadership over the course of their career. Recipients of this award 

have positively impacted Division members through effective leadership, and have earned the respect 

of his/her peers by consistently demonstrating extraordinary professional leadership, knowledge and 

skills. Recipients must have a minimum of 20 years of service with the Division of Fire to be eligible. 

Shaffer is Battalion Chief in the Western area of Henrico County on A-Shift. 

Firefighter Jay Giusto received the Greenwood Mentorship Award.  

This career achievement award is presented to any qualifying Division firefighter, who demonstrates 

the outstanding qualities of informal leadership over the course of their career. Recipients of this 

award have positively impacted Division members through their effective mentoring abilities, and have 

earned the respect of his/her peers by consistently demonstrating extraordinary professional 

knowledge and skills. Recipients must have a minimum of 20 years of service with the Division of Fire 

to be eligible. Giusto is stationed at Firehouse 22 B-Shift. 

Captain Daniel Rosenbaum received the Community Service Award. 

A Community Service Medal is awarded for successful performance of continuous, dedicated, and 

professional service in the area of community service (Citizen CPR program, Fourth Grade Fire Safety 

Awareness program, etc.). Rosenbaum is a Station Captain for Firehouse 16 D-Shift. 

 

We're proud to recognize Firefighter Richard FitzSimmons 

from Firehouse 22. FF FitzSimmons was recently inducted into 

the Manassas Park High School Athletic Hall of Fame. 

During his six years on the coaching staff at MPHS, he helped lead 

the school the multiple state titles in both wrestling and football.  

We're now pleased to have him with our organization, where he 

assists with the purchasing, repair, and maintenance of all fire 

hose and nozzles for the Division. 
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Congratulations... 

 

Chief Eugene “Cricket” Gerald Station 21 40 years 

Douglas Brown Station 18 15 

Lt. William Cheeley Station 10 15 

Timothy Edwards Station 7 15 

Captain Brian Kincaid Station 6 15 

Lt. Gregory McKee Station 8 15 

Jairus Munson Fire Training 15 

Brian Nou Station 13 15 

Lt. Todd Phillips Station 16 15 

Christopher Shultz Station 6 15 

Felton Skeeter Station 4 15 

Lt. Randy Stevens Station 9 15 

Advancement to Senior Firefighter 

Reginald Bennett Station 12 

Bradly Bishop Station 2 

Travis Bowling Station 5 

Eli Boylan Station 1 

Adam Corwin Station 1 

Steven Doney Station 11 

Brandon Foster Station 10 

Harrison Goff Station 6 

Michael Gouldin Station 7 

Matthew Johnson Station 6 

Edward Johnston III Station 9 

David Lewis Station 3 

Brian Martin Station 10 

Stephen Moran Station 14 

Daniel Myers Station 5 

Joseph Oakley Station 6 

Michael Pratt II Station 10 

John Skinner IV Station 22 

Robert Taylor Jr. Station 12 

Matthew Wells Station 1 

Advancement to FF II 

Julian Day Station 9 

Kendall Elder Station 12 

Bryan Estes Station 21 

Ethan Huey Station 5 

Jack Hylan Station 6 

William Moon Station 1 

Patrick Nixon Station 10 

Nicholas Petro Station 2 

Daniel Singleton Station 13 

Kevin Sinh Station 12 

Harry Smith Station 15 

Christopher Sullard Station 12 

Christoph Sutphin Station 4 

Bradley Thompson Station 11 

 

Bradley Harris Station 12 15 years 

Glynn Brockwell Station 4 10 

Anthony Conant Station 13 10 

Eric Densley Fire Training 10 

Monique Dixon Fire Training 10 

Corey Landrum Station 15 10 

Huy Nguyen Fire Admin 10 

Kevin O’Connell Station 22 10 

Stephen Plaster Station 6 10 

James Scholten Station 17 10 

Jacob White Station 1 10 

   

Years of Service 

Congratulations to our interns Brandi Jackson 

and Spencer Dunn who have each completed 

their internships.  Their help over the past several 

months has been invaluable, and we wish them 

luck in their future endeavors! 

Advancement to FFIII 

Afrodicio Catedral Station 7 

New ALS Providers 

Nicholas Worley EMT-I Station 1 

Benjamin Swinson EMT-I Station 6 

Michael Campbell EMT-P Station 22 

Matthew Middleton EMT-P Station 1 

Rosa Roncales EMT-I Station 13 

James Lacy EMT-P Station 1 

Eric Lehmann EMT-P Station 11 

Jedediah Stone EMT-I Station 9 

Charles Wharff EMT-I Station 3 
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Tanker 14 

The Division of Fire placed this new 2500 gallon tanker in service at Firehouse 14 (Elko). 

In addition to its large water tank, it can pump 1000 gallons of water per minute, carries a 

portable drop-tank to hold the entire tank capacity, and a 35' extension ladder as well.  

The delivery of this tanker will allow us to re-distribute our large capacity tankers 

throughout the county to ensure our rural areas, interstate highways, and other locations 

that need "water on wheels" will be prepared. 



Fire Fitness 
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Blue Corn Breakfast Tacos with Scrambled Eggs, Smoked Salmon, Avocado + Dill 

1) Place avocado in a medium bowl and mash with a fork, add 

lemon juice and stir. Season to taste with salt and pepper 

and set aside. 

2) In a large bowl, beat eggs and milk. Next melt butter in a 

medium skillet over medium-low heat. Add egg mixture and 

cook, stirring occasionally until large curds begin to form. 

When eggs look barely set, remove from heat immediately. 

Season with salt and pepper. 

3) Warm your tortillas in the microwave or over a gas stove on 

low heat so the edges become slightly golden brown and 

crispy. 

4) Spread mashed avocado over each blue corn tortilla. Spoon 

eggs over avocado and add salmon over the eggs, top each 

with a bit of dill and add salt and pepper to taste. 

Recipe Courtesy of http://www.ambitiouskitchen.com 

Picture: www.guardyourhealth.com/merry-fitmas 

 
 1 teaspoon butter 

 3 eggs + 3 egg whites 

 1 teaspoon milk 

 1 avocado, halved, pitted, 

peeled, smashed 
 1 teaspoon fresh lemon 

juice 
 4 oz. thinly sliced smoked 

salmon 

 4 blue corn tortillas 

 1 teaspoon fresh dill, 

chopped 
 sea salt and fresh ground 

black pepper 

Complete 3 Sets  

of the Following 

Day: 

1. 60 sec wall sits 

2. 60 sec planks 

3. 10 standing jumps (squat 
then jump up) 

4. 20 crunches 

5. 60 sec side planks 

6. 30 jumping jacks 

7. 10 triceps dips 

8. 20 lunges (10 each leg) 

9. 10 push-ups 

10. 20 standing squats 

11. 60 sec mountain climbers 

12. 20 knee touches (10 each 
leg) 

Remember, it’s the 12 days of 
Fitmas. On day two you 
should be doing day one and 

two. Day 12 should consist of 
days 1-12! 

Happy Holidays! 
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FMO Corner 

Burn Laws 
 

Burning of leaves is only 
permitted in areas of Henri-

co County that do not have 
bagged leaf pickup service. 

 

This burning can only be 

done from 8 AM to 8 PM. 

 

For more information on 

pickup schedules and areas 
not covered see: 

http://henrico.us/services/
bagged-leaf-collection/ 

 

No other open burning is 

allowed without a Permit 

The Fire Marshal’s office is responsible for enforcing the current Statewide Fire Prevention Code, as 

well as: issuing permits, performing safety inspections, reviewing plans for development, investigations of 
incidents involving fires, environmental crimes and bombings, as well as public education, public infor-

mation and other related issues. 

The office conducts an average of three hundred fire investigations annually, with a clearance rate well 
above the national average. Assistant Fire Marshals conduct well over a thousand business inspections 

each year. In the average year, they issue over a thousand certificates of occupancy, as well as permits 

for burning, blasting and welding. The office has a Fire Protection Engineer, who performs the review on 
all plans of development; these amount to several hundred a year. In addition, personnel assigned to our 

fire stations perform approximately three to four thousand inspections of small businesses annually. 

Fireworks 
 

It is illegal to pos-

sess, display or sell  

fireworks in Henrico 

Contact 
 
FireMarshal@henrico.us 

804.501.4900 
 

 

Knox Box Rapid Entry System 

What is a Knox Box? 

A small wall-mounted safe that holds building keys for 

fire departments. The Knox Box Rapid Entry System is 

a secure emergency access program developed for 

property owners and the fire department. 

What are the benefits of a Knox Box? 

If there is an emergency, the fire department can gain access into your building 

very quickly. For instance, if there is a fire, the fire department can access the 

building with the keys in the Knox box instead of breaking a window or damaging 

the entry doors. If a sprinkler has accidently activated, the fire department can 

quickly enter and turn off the sprinkler; reducing the amount of water damage. 

The Knox box also saves you time and frustration by not requiring you to drive to 

the building at 3am for a false alarm. 

Who has the key to the Knox Box? 

Only the fire department. It is a special key that is made only by the Knox compa-

ny. 

Where do I get a Knox Box? 

Visit the Henrico County Fire Marshal website at: 

Henrico.us/fire/fire-marshals-office/  or www.knoxbox.com to purchase or for 

more information. 

Photos courtesy of www.knoxbox.com and westmetrofire.org 
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Local Partnerships 

Henrico Fire was on hand the celebrate the grand opening of the Weil Institute of Emergency and Critical Care at Vir-

ginia Commonwealth University. The institute will conduct research and development aimed at saving lives in the critical 

care environment. Henrico Fire and Richmond Ambulance have a long history of partnering with VCU in conducting 

clinical trials and research. 

Pictured: Assistant Chief Alec Oughton, Richmond Ambulance COO Rob Lawrence, Fire 

Chief Tony McDowell, and Dr. Joe Ornato. Photo credit Julia Rendleman. 

AAA Mid-Atlantic took on the mannequin 

challenge and invited Henrico Fire, Richmond 

Ambulance, State Police, and other safety 

partners to be a part of its safety message. 

Check out the full video on the AAA Facebook Page AAA Mid-

Atlantic News or by typing #FreezeTrafficDeaths 

Congratulations to Firefighter Kenny Simon, as he was 

one of four community members recognized by the 

Varina Ruritan Club. Firefighter Simon is from the Va-

rina area and has served the Division of Fire for 12 

years in both the west end and east end of the county.  

Congratulations on your award! 

 
The Division of Fire would also like to thank the Vari-

na Ruritans, especially retired fire lieutenant "Pop" 

Harding. The Ruritans have donated hundreds of 

smoke alarms to the Division of Fire over the past 

several years, allowing those less fortunate to receive 

life-saving protection. Contact the Division of Fire if 

you're in need of a smoke alarm, and we'll be happy to 

assist you! 



The Way it Was: 1970-1980 
Building Upon the Foundation Laid by Our Predecessors 

Welcome a new section of the newsletter inspired by Retired Volunteer Firefighter David Nowell. Nowell was a volunteer at Eng. 

Co. #8 from 1971-1979 and transferred to Eng. Co. #9 from 1979-1982. In 1975 he was certified as a pump operator by Battalion 
Dawson and also certified as a Class 3 volunteer firefighter by Chief Fisher. In 1977, Nowell became an EMT. 

As the Division of Fire and fire services in general continue to evolve, we would like to take a moment to remember what it was 

like “back in the day” by highlighting a photo, along with its story, to help some reminisce about, or to be inspired by, Henrico’s 
historical moments. 

Koslow’s Supermarket Catches Fire 

A 2nd-alarm fire dispatched at 

5:30am. Eng 7 was first-in, followed by 

Eng 6, Eng 1, Arial 6, Eng 3, Eng 5, and 

Ladder 1. Light drizzle filled the sky. 

In those days, the word was “if you 

didn't lay a line in, you would never 

make Lieutenant.” Therefore, the FF 

in-charge of Eng 7(an acting officer) 

laid line around the whole shopping 

center while completing his size-up. 

Fully Involved Page 14 
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Fire at Red River Rib Co. 

Two Henrico Police Officers were eating supper in the building when the 

fire broke out. Eng 10 was first-in, followed by Eng 8 and Truck 10. Not 

sure how many alarms, but was at least a 3rd alarm. 
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